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Sincerity at a Price 


A few days ago the Associated Press repre- 
sentative in San Jose, California, ran across 
rather staréfng evidence of one man s idea of 
evidence of his personal sincerity. The story 
concerns 31-year-old Hullen H. Watkins of 
California. Brooding over his long record of 
forgery convictions, he wrote to Superior 
Court Judge William F. James: 

“| | know you won’t believe a thief like 
me but to show that I’m sincere I’m going to 
cut off my writing finger. P-S.: When you 
receive this, the finger will be off.” - 

Judge James checked quickly with jail 
authorities. They told him Watkins walked 
into the jail kitchen Thursday, asked for a 
meat cleaver and lopped off his right index 
finger at the first joint. 

Judge James, who was scheduled to sen- 
tence Watkins yesterday on a plea of guilty 


to cashing a $1,000 bad check, postponed it 
until March 16. 

Watkins, a painter, has a police record 
dating back to 1943. 

Perhaps it all seems bazarre. It struck the 
editor that way. 
haunted him. Stayed suspended, as it were, 
in the recesses of memory. It was reminis- 
cent. It seemed to recall something. Yes 


Nevertheless it rather 
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‘ 


that was why it would not sink into the limbo — 
of the forgotten. It recalled a man standing. ~ 
on a hillside—a Galilean hillside — preach- ~ 


ing to the multitudes. In the middle of that. 


Sermon on the Mount, He said: “If thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it off and cast it from 


thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 


of thy members should perish, and not that — 


thy whole body should be cast into 
Gehenna.” 
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NEW BOOKS 


on PREACHING and the 
MAN WHO PREACHES 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 
PREACHING 


A Comprehensive Study of the Art of Sermon Construction 


Ilion T. Jones. This book, written out of the author's wide 
experience, discusses in detail every phase of sermon prepu- 
ration and delivery. Illustrates the many types of sermons, and 


$3.75 


techniques for maintaining variety in preaching. 


THE MAN WHO WOULD PREACH 

His Nature, Calling, and Work 

Robert E. Keighton. More than a book on homiletics, this 
highly readable study brings to the man who preaches a fuller 
comprehension of his own soul and intellect, and the challenges 
and rewards of his life work—the ministry. $2 


THE PROPHETS— 

PIONEERS TO CHRISTIANITY 

The Relevance of the Prophets for Christians Today 
Walter GC. Williams. This examination of the background 
and content of the prophetic faith shows the similarities be- 
tween the religious problems of the prophets and of men today. 
It demonstrates that the insights of the prophets have striking 
relevance for the twentieth century. $3.50 


GOD IN HIS WORLD 
A Living Theology to Strengthen Personal Evangelism 

Charles S. Duthie. Here is an exploration and a re-defining 
of answers found in the gospel to questions those outside the 
Church are asking Christian ministers and laymen today. Shows 
the true motivation of evangelism—God’s concern for the 
world is our concern. 


$2.50 


at all bookstores 
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FATHER KNOWS BEST 


“It is a contract that no company can come 
anywhere near competing with. . . This is 
the most wonderful investment and protection 
I ever saw. «. Just think, if you do not use 
the dividends, when you get to age 65, you 
will get back more in cash than the face value 
of the policy. Yes, this is a wise investment 
as well as good protection..‘‘ 

239 Years of Service 

So run the verbatim comments of a father 
writing to his Seminary student son who 
had requested his parent’s opinion of a 
plan submitted by The Fund. The father, 
after consultation with his own insurance 
agent, wrote ‘‘Yes, by all means get this 
if you can.”’ 


Other wise sons who are interested in a 
profitable investment should write to: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 


ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 


RITTENHOUSE SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 3 PA. 
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COMMUNION TABLES 
PULPITS © CHAIRS 
ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, 

ond Early American designs to 
harmonize with every edifice. 
Send for illustrated Catalog 
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J. P. REDINGTON & CO. 
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THE BEST THING IN THE WORLD Beauty, not self-decked and curled 
Till its pride is over-plain; 
What’s the best thing in the world? ree aa paso 1S hele 
June-rose by May-dew impearled; see EMpphows SEE Mig Ci , 
Sweet south-wind, that means no rain; Lowe, when so; you're loved agnin. 
Truth, not cruel to a friend; What’s the best thing in the world? 
Pleasure, not in haste to end; --Something out of it, I think! 
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HAVE no fear of the future of Sunday. 
Psychologists will rediscover it to a 
generation which tends to dismiss it 
s a stuffy old tradition. 
The cables reported at the year’s end 
vat a crack in the wing boom of a Bri- 
‘sh European Viscount plane led to a 
iinute examination of the airline’s great 
eeet for metal fatigue. 
About 1000-flights averaging 2500 - 
ours in the air, have been carried out 
ad it is proposed to continue these tests 
il the structure fails. 
Many of us probably never suspected - 
1at metals, which appear so hard and 
rable, can collapse through fatigue. 
‘esearch has shown that tools and ma- 
ines, nay, the very metals of which 
vey are constructed, suffer from weari - 
ss if never allowed to rest. 
Professor FE. N. daC. Andrade, of Lon- 
n, discovered that even the purest met- 
| can get tired. It is a conclusion of con- 
iderable importance to engineers, as 
rell as to all those whose lives depend 
the smooth working of machinery. “‘Fa- 
gue’ in a metal means its liability to 
cture under continually repeated stress 
d there are few machines or structural- 
mponents the working conditions of 
ich can be so adjusted as to exclude 
is possibility. On the contr the 
thole tendency today is towards higher 
gine- speeds and working -stresses, and 
a conservative estimate 80% of all 
ilures in modern engineering practice 
be attributed to fatigue. 
Sheer weariness is a frequent cause of 
thysical, mental and moral breakdown in 
en and women. This condition has rapid- 
+ increased in recent years. 
_[ have seen charts worked out by care- 
] researchers, showing the exhaustion 
if each day with partial recovery at night, 


elbourne Herald 
SS Australia 
4 1956 


A DAY OF REST 


C. IRVING BENSON 


but not enough, until through six days 
the loss of energy over gain is very great. 
Then comes the weekly rest day when, 
by diversion of thought and activity, the 
loss is made up, we are renewed and 
start the new week with fresh vitality. 

We are being made to see the value, 
indeed, the imperious necessity for reg- 
ular periods of quiet, for rest and refresh- 
ment of body and mind, especially in the 
rush and pressure of modern life. Few 
will deny that in our noisy, rushing, jazz- 
ridden, nerve-wracked modern life, one 
day in seven as a day of peace would be 
a boon beyond price. Without regular in- 
tervals the pace of life today is literal - 
ly killing. 

If you look at the Sunday ordinance, 
quite objectively, ridding your mind of 
taboos, you come to see that the day of 
rest is a psychological necessity. 


It is a fact we cannot budge or dod 
that those who spend all - dake af a 


week, more or less similarly, lose tone 
and quality. 

I have been impressed by people for 
whom psychologists have prescribed reg- 
ular attendance at church, and to their 
amazement they find that it works. 

Sunday is not necessary because it 
is ordained in the Bible. It is ordained 
in the Bible because it is necessary.The 
Commandments of God are not taboos-- 
they spring out of human nature ----they 
are the principles of human well-being. 
The zoning of any one day in seven is 
adapted to the rhythm of life. 

A man is not made by what he masters, 
but by what he adores. Worship is the 
contemplation of the Beauty, Truth and 
Goodnes in God! The result of this ex- 
perience is Liberation, integration,and 
direction of life! ZA 

In worship, we enter into a silence, 
wherein the confused clamors of our daily 
work die down and we find healing peace! 
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IN THE MIDST 


DAVID T. ERICKSON 


NE DAY as I was reading the Bi- 
ble I became impressed with this 
phrase, ‘In the midst,’’ It occurs 
a great many times in both the Old and 
the New Testaments. In the Old Testa- 
ment it often refers to the fact that God 
is in the midst of his people. In the New 
Testament if often refers to the fact that 
Jesus is in the midst of his followers. 

Let us look at a few quotations from 
the Old Testament. In the time of great 
drought Jeremiah turns to the Lord and 
confesses the sins of his people as he 
prays for rain. Then he adds “‘yet thou, 
Jehovah, art in the midst of us, and we 
are called by thy name.’’ When the rem- 
nant had come back from exile God has 
comforting words to say to Zechariah, 
through an angel, assuring him that bet- 
ter times are coming, in fact that there 
will come a time when Jerusalem will 
no longer need walls for protection, - 
“‘For I, saith Jehovah, will be unto her 
a sall of fire round about, and I will 
be the glory in the midst of her.’’ And 
in the mighty 46th Psalm which begins 
“*God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble’’ the Psalmist 
goes on to say ““There is a river, the 
streams whereof make glad the city of 
God, The holy place of the tabernacle of 
the Most High. God is in the midst of 
her; she shall not be moved. 

And in the New Testament wefind this 
phrase referring to Jesus many times. 
Sometimes he uses it or it is used of 
him. ‘‘For where two or three are gather- 
er together in my name, there am [| in 
the midst of them.’’ On another occasion 
he said to his disciples, “‘I am in tle 
midst of you as he that serveth.’’ Ad 
in Luke it is written “‘And as theys: ake 
these things, he himself stood in the 
midst of themand said unto them, Peace 
be unto you.’’When he was twelve years 
of age his parents missed him on the 
return journey from Jerusalem and re-, 
tracing their steps they found him ‘‘in 
the temple, sitting in the midst of the 
teachers, both hearing them, and asking 


Arlington, New Jersey 
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them questions.’’ When a storm on the 
sea of Galilee threatened to engulf his 
disciples he was in the midst and there 
was no danger. When the disciples quar- 
reled about rank he took a little child 
and set him in the midst of them. He 
sent his disciples out as “‘sheep in the 
midst of wolves.’ 

If you want to find God or his Christ 
you will always find them in the midst 
and not on the sidelines. You will find 
them wherever great movements are a- 
foot. You will find them in the midst of 
great upheavals. You will find them wher- 
ever people are serving instead of being 
served. You will find them wherever 
there is genuine fellowship. 

One of the greatest movements and up- 
heavals in history was our American 
Revolution. It was not because of the 
number of people involved for the United 
States had a population of somethin 
over three million while England had be- 


tween nine and ten million. It was a quest — 


for liberty. We are living in an age of 
great movements and great upheavals. 
These are on such a large scale that they 
make even the great movements and up- 


heavals of the past look almost puny by — 


comparison. And the upheavals which 
we are witnessing are not merely a quest 
for liberty-political, social, 
And if your vision is not obscured you 
will see God and his Christ marching in 
the midst. The unrest in the Orient, the 


demand for something better has its roots" 


in the work of our missionaries and[ am 
tremendously proud of that fact. 
you begin to tell people about human 


relipioes 


When — 


dignity, the value of the soul in the © 


eyes of God; the possibility of living 
a satisfying life they will no longer 
be content to live in bondage. Dryden 
Phelps, one of our missionaries in Chi- 


na, was recalled for having written-- — 
that God is marching with the commu- 7 
nists. As far as I am concerned, [ think _ 


he was entirely right. God is marching 


of old He marched with the Assyrians 


whom He used as the rod of His anger. 


But when the Assyrians had done their 
allotted work, what then? ‘‘Wherefore, 
it shall come to pass, that when the 


Lord hathe performed His whole work 
upon Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I 


will punish the fruit of the stout heart 


The Expositor 


with the communists just as in the days 9 


of. the king of Assyria, and the glory 
cof his high looks. For he hath said, 
[By the strength of my hand I have done 
jit, and by my wisdom.’’ Indeed, the As- 


syrian did not realize that he was being 
wused as an instrument of the Almighty 
cand that his success was not due to 
eeither his wisdom or his strength. The 
‘communists do not realize it either but 
tthink all of this is due to their strength 
cand their wisdom. They do not know 
tthat God is using them for his own ends 
ffor they do not believe in God. But when 
their mission has been completed God 
ywill relegate them to the same scrap- 
theap where all the nations and move- 
rments hostile to his plans and purposes 
thave been deposited. No matter how bad 
ithings may seem remember that God is 
ealways in the midst and because He is 
cout of travail comes birth, out of slav- 
tery comes liberty, out of degradation 
ccomes self-respect. Our God is a con- 
‘suming fire, consuming all which is un- 
worthy to survive. 

Religion is often used to cushion life, 
tto cushion us against the slings and ar- 
ows of outrageous fortune, to give us 
tpeace of mind or soul, to comfort us 
when things go wrong. When life is hard 
we call upon and sometimes even catch 
sa glimpse of Jesus. Now that is good as 
ar as it goes; it doesn't go far enough. 
If that is all Jesus is good for then we 
have missed the whole meaning of re- 
ligion and are on the edge of the crowd. 
for it is only in the midst that we find 
esus, really find him, in the midst, 
vhere things are being attempted and 
done. Always we find him in the midst 
of those who serve. Immediately after 
the institution of the Lord’s Supper, ac- 
cording to Luje’s account, there arose 
za contention among the disciples as to 
yhich of them was accounted to be the 
ssreatest. There were eleven of them for 
Judas had already gone out to betray 
mim What would Jesus say, Jesus whom 
they acknowledged as Lord and Master? 
Quietly came his answer and rebuke:"'] 
mam in the midst of you as he thatserv- 
th.’’ If we want to be where Jesus is 
‘n the midst we must be among those 
who serve. Do you remember when Jesus 
surned the water into wine at the wed- 
ding feast? The ruler of the feast didn’t 
snow what had happened for he was be- 


ing served. Those who knew of the mir- 
acle which had been wrought were the 
servants. The account says that the rul- 
er of the feast knew not (but the serv 
ants that had drawn the water knew. 
They knew for they served. It has al- 
ways been so. We never really know 
Jesus until we find ourselves in the 
ranks of the servants. 

That is why so many people never ex- 
perience real fellowship with Jesus. It 
is in the midst of things that the bonds 
of real fellowship with him are forged, 
in the midst of all forward movements, 
all things done for the good of humanity, 
for the advancement of his kingdom. 
This fellowship is experienced in the 
church to be sure but even more out in 
the world. When the great waters flooded 
the Middle West, many folk were out in 
boats and planes doing rescue work. He 
was in the midst of hone for as of old 
he still walks the waters of disaster, 
encouraging those who serve, and still- 
ing the storm. If we want to walk with 
him, have fellowship with him, we have 
to walk the paths of service. 

I suppose the problem of life after 
death is one with which most people 
are greatly concerned at least part of 
the time. It was the problem which the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus 
were discussing. The wondered if it 
was true as the women said that Jesus 
had risen from the dead and was alive. 
Suddenly Jesus was in their midst and 
talked with them. First, he chided them 
for their unbelief.*‘O foolish men and 
slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! Behooved it not 
the Christ to suffer these things,and to 
enter into his glory?’’ Then he went 
with them to the inn and was known to 
them when he blessed and brake the 
bread. 

I have never been able to make much 
fun of the Easter crowd which comes as 
some say to display their new clothes. 
I think most of them come hoping to hear 
some positive word about the resurrec- 
tion, to hear that there isa life after 
death, and therefore this life has both 
significance and meaning. For if there 
is no life after death this life has little 
of either. When the two disciples re- 
turned from Emmaus they found the eley- 


en gathered together, joyous and con- 
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vinced that the Lord had risen. Then as 
they told of their experience with him 
on the road to Emmaus, “‘he himself 
stood in the midst of them, and saith un- 
to them, Peace be unto you.’’ When you 
have had a real experience of Christ, 
you can never again doubt the reality 
of his resurrection, nor that there is a 
life after this, nor that your loved ones 
are safe in his keeping. 

Perhaps you are a bit puzzled by this 
sermon and are wondering just what ties 


RECIPE FOR A 
SLEEPLESS NIGHT 


guided missiles of death is an age 
of excessive, destructive fear. More 
and more people are becoming aware of 
the truth spoken by John, “‘Fear hath 
torment-’’ (1 John 4:18). Our modern 
dilemma is well portrayed by the poet, 


““And how am I to face the odds 
Of man’s bedevilment and God’s? 
I, a stranger and afraid 
In a world I never made.’ 


() «: age of A-bombs, H-bombs, and 


Does that express your predicament? 
Is Fear making your nights hideously 
sleepless? Do you dread the coming of 
darkness and the horrors conjured up by 
your imagination? If you do, take heart; 
for you are running about par for the 
course. Millions of others today are in 
the same battered boat with you. A friend 
confided to me the other day, ‘‘AII this 
talk about ‘‘push-button warfare’’ has 
me frightfully worried. For soon our on- 
ly son will be inducted into the Armed. 
Pivcoal We’ve built our lives, our hopes, 
around that boy - and soon he’ll be gone! 
What are we going to do, Padre?”’ 

“What are you going to do, John?” I 
said. *‘Are you going to clench your 
fists and challenge God? Or, are you 
going to be Christian and say, ‘‘Father, 
into Thy hands I commend my spirit 
(and my son)?” 

atever your own personal Fear may 
be, I hope you may see and follow the 
Christian way. It’s no disgrace to be a- 
fraid, so long as you are not paralyzed 


Woodstock, Ilinois 
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it together. | have spoken of the chaos 
in the world, of the importance of serv- 
ing, and of life after death. All of these 
are tied together with just three words- 
-in the midst! He is in the midst of this 
chaos, striving to build a better world, 
He Serves and those who would know 
himmust also serve! And as for life af- 
ter death, he still stands in the midst, 
saying, “‘Because I live, ye shall live 

also.’’ If you would see Jesus, look for 

him in the midst! 


by fear. “‘What time I amafraid,’’ says 
the Psalmist (56:3), “I will put my trust 
in Thee.” 


“Be not afraid to pray; 
to pray is right. 
Pray, if thou canst, with 
hope, but ever pray, 
Though hope be weak, or 
sick with long delay. 
Pray in the EN ee if 
there be no light.”’ 
--Hartley Coleridge 


Fach epoch of man has suffered its — 
epidemic of jitters. The invention ofthe — 
bow and arrow, of gunpowder, of the — 
gatling-gun, caused our ancestors to 
lift their hands to Heaven and cry out, — 
“*Now is the race of man doomed!’’ And. 
of course, each succeeding age must 
have a bigger and better reason than 
the former. Just now we are having a 
global epidemic of jitters over the bomb, — 
the big one. In former days our fathers 
were just as jittery about gun-powder ~ 
and the dread gatling gun! 4 

We’d all sleep better o’nights if we 
would read more history and ponder more 
of the wisdom of the great thinkers of } 
the world. These words of James Rus- — 
sell Lowell are good medicine for a 
sleepless night: “‘I take great comfort — 
in God. I think He is considerably a- ~ 
mused with us sometimes, but that He 
likes us, on the whole, and would not 
let us get at the matchbox socarelessly — 
as He does, unless He knew that the 
framework of His universe was fire-_ 


proof.”” --Cecil C. Urch 
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SALUTE THY SOUL 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


'EXT: 1 Peter 1:9 Receiving the end of 


your faith, even the salvation of 
your souls. 


Faith, Salvation, the Soul, especi- 

ally the second, and most especial- 
y the third, the soul, echo in our pul- 
jits as they once did? Discussions of 
cocial, national, and inter-national prob- 
ems, all very important, race relation - 
thip and church union have almost push - 
cd the soul off the preacher’s calendar. 
et the soul was the great theme of the 
rrophets ‘‘of which salvation the proph- 
tts have inquired and searched diligent- 
yw’; it was the great theme of the apos- 
‘es; and the great theme of our Savi- 
our- and for the welfare of the soul, 
vod’s greatest Act, the Atonement, was 
cone. The soul is the great reality, that 
something in man which makes him the 
ibject of revelation and redemption. 
Two Georgia statesmen, Alexander 
itephens, afterwards vice-president of 
| Sa e 
‘reached in the Chapel of 
‘pinceton University before 
2 Synod of New Jersey 


[ WONDER if those three words---- 


° 


lay, 1956 


the Confederacy, and Benjamin Hill had 
a quarrel. The frail Stephens challenged 
Hill to fight a duel. Hill declined the 
challenge, telling Stephens that he had 
a family to support and a soul to save. 

It is an important day when one awak- 
ens to the fact that he has ‘“a never-dy- 
ing soul to save.”’ As we take up, then, 
this high theme, we shall ask ourselves, 
first of all, What is the soul? and where- 
in consists its greatness? Second, the 
disaster that has overtaken the soul; and 
third, how Christ seeks and saves the 
soul. 


I. What Is The Soul? 

One might be tempted to say that ifthe 
soul was worth the Atonement on the 
Cross, it must be too great to define. 
In my library I have a book which con- 
tains all the chief creeds of Christen - 
dom, from the earliest day down. In them 
there are definitions of God, of Christ, 
of the Holy Spirit, of the Bible, of repent- 
ance, faith, and salvation. But I recall 
no definition of the soul. Perhaps the 
reason is that when one says, ‘‘Credo,”’ 
“‘T believe,’’ he bears witness to the 
fact that he is, and has, a living soul. 
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Whatever the soul is or is not, it is not 
a part of your body, although the body 
houses it; it is not a part of your crea- 
ture existence. Napoleon, in one of his 
skeptical moods, talking with his associ- 
ates at St. Helena, once said, “‘Drive a 
nail into my head, and then where is my 
soul?’’ In other words -- although Napole- 
on had other moods also--he thought of 
the soul as just an expression of man’s 
brain and physical life. 

But Napoleon must have been wrong, 
for in the Book of Genesis we read that 
after the creation of the light and the 
firmament, the waters, the earth,and the 
plants, and the animal life of the waters 
and of the land, the sun and the moon, 
and the stars also, God said, “‘Let us 
make man in our image’; “‘and God 
breathed into man the breath of life and 
he became a living soul.” Evidently, 
something, whatever it was, above and 
beyond and different from all that had 
gone before. The wise man in the Book 
of Ecclesiastes, wrote, ““Then shall the 
dust return to the earth as it was, but 
the spirit to God who gave it.’ However, 
the conclusive evidence as to the sepa- 
rateness of man’s soul is found in the 
words of Jesus when he warned his hear- 
ers not to fear those who could kill the 
body, but who could not kill the soul. In 
Richard III, Lady Ann, standing by the 
dead body of Henry VI, said to Glouces- 
ter, afterwards Richard III, 

“Thou hadst but power over his 

mortal body; His soul thou canst 

not have.” 


II]. Man Can Neither Create 
Nor Destroy the Soul 


Again, whatever the soul is or is not, 
it is the greatest thing in you and me. 
Let us hear what the Bible says on that 
subject. When the brethren of Joseph 
came down into Egypt to buy corn, they 
did not recognize Joseph, their brother, 
whom they had wronged so cruelly. But 
Joseph recognized them immediately , 
and spoke to them with feigned severity. 
His brothers, talking with one another 
in the Hebrew tongue, and never imagin- 
ing that Joseph could understand them, 
their conscience troubled, said: ‘‘We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother, in 
that we saw the anguish of his soul when 
he besought us, and we would not hear.” 
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Job said to his unwise friends, althoug 
he had suffered terribly inhis body,‘‘Ve3 
not my soul.” David said, ‘TI will lif 
up my soul unto the Lord.’’ When Hanna 
prayed for a child, she “poured out he 
soul unto the Lord.’”’ In Gethsemane’s 
shadows Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even 
unto death.”’ The clearest definition we 
have of the soul is found in Luke’s ren- 
dering of the great question of Jesus 
about the soul. In Matthew and Mark it 
reads, ‘“‘What shall it profit a man if he 
shall gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul;”’ but in Luke it reads, ‘‘What 
shall it profit a man if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose himself.”’ There, 
then, is the soul! It is thyself; it is my. 
self; it is that part in you that hopes, as: 
pires, suffers, prays, loves, is tempted, 
sins, repents, and can be saved! 

Submitted to every test, the soul emer- 
ges as the great thing in man. Take the 
test of subtraction. Take away from any- 
one now in this presence the spiritual. 
the soul quality, - and what have you 
left? A little iron, lime, water, sulphur, 
gluten salt, and a few other ingredients- 
that’s all. But add to this physical part 
of man the soul element, and ‘‘What a 
piece of work is man!”’ 

Another test is to relate the soul to 
the purpose and plan of life. When David 
asked the first runner who. had come out 
of the battle in the Wood of Ephraim, “‘Is 
the young man Absalom safe?’ the runner 
who, apparently, did not know what had 
happened to Absalom, answered, ““Thy 
servant saw a great tumult in the woods 
but knew not what it was.”’ Is that all 
there is to life? Just a tumult in the tan- 
gled wood of human experience, full of 
sound and fury, signifying nothing? What 
is life for? Is it for fame? Certainly not. 
A great man dies, and today his portrait 
and biography appear on the front page 
of every paper in the land. But a week 
from today neither name nor record will 
be found there. When the great French 
preacher, Massillon, preached the funer- 
al sermon for Louis XIV, he commenced 
with an oft quoted sentence, ‘‘God alone 
is great.”” No; life certainly is not for 
fame. If it is for fame, for creature pleas 
ure, for worldly power, for knowledge, 
then it would seem to be a-sardonic joke. 
But if life is a trial and a probation, th 
purpose of which is to produce and 
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welop moral and spiritual qualities in our 
‘soul, with a view to their coronation in 
ithe life to come, then life is a great, 
tthough sometimes mysterious, plan. It is 
ca vale of soul-making; “‘just the stuff to 
‘try our souls on.”’ 

Another test is the test of permanence. 
‘At the entrance of the beautiful Vilan 
(Cathedral there are three doors. Over 
‘one door are cut roses, with the legend, 
““*That which pleases is but for a mom- 
cent.’’ Over the door on the other side are 
cut thorns with the legend, ‘“‘That which 
‘troubles is but for a moment.’’ But over 
the central door is cut the cross, with 
ithe inscription, ‘That only is important 
‘which endures forever.’’The light of the 
‘moon and of the sun shall be quenched; 
vand the stars at length will go down in 
‘dust; but there are two lights death can- 
inot quench--God and the soul. Man is 
“fearfully and wonderfully made.’’ But 
ithe only thing in man upon which God 
has written the word ‘‘Forever’’ is man’s 

‘soul. 

The highest test of all is what has, 
been done for the soul. flere is the flag 
of our nation. So much cotton, nylon, or 
silk, and red, white, and blue dye. Is 
that the flag? No; the flag is the syin- 
bol of the nation. It reminds us of those 
who died at Saratoga and Princeton and 
Yorktown to establish the nation; of 
those who died on the meadows of Get- 
tysburg, the hills of Antietam, in Shi- 
loh’s woods and Chickamauga’s soli- 
tudes, to maintain the unity of the na- 
tion; and now those 25,000 and more of 
our young men who gave the last full 
measure of devotion on the bleak moun- 
tains of Korea. That tells us what the 
‘nation is worth. It is worth the price 
that has been paid for it! What is the 
soul worth? It is worth the price that 

‘has been paid for it. ‘‘Ye are not your 
own; ye have been bought with a price.”’ 
And how high is that price!We have been 
redeemed, not with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, but with the preci- 
ous blood of Christ. Would that in every 
man we could all see a living soul. What 
.a different world we should have! I re- 
call a sentence our godly mother some- 
times spoke to her children when some- 
one was being ridiculed or criticized, or 
judged, justly or unjustly -- ‘“Remember- 
one of those souls for whom Christ 
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last world’s fair at New York were writ- 
ten those words of St. Augustine: ‘“\fan 
wonders o’er the earth; the stars, the 
flowing waters; but the preatest won- 
der of all is man himself.’ 

We come now, in the second place, to 
the disaster‘ which has overtaken man’s 
soul. Indisputably, there is something 
wrong with man; and that something is 
something more than what is spoken of 
as arrested development.’’ Of all the 
Christian doctrines, | suppose the one 
most objected to and ridiculed is the 
doctrine of the Fall of Man. Yet, curi- 
ously enough, of all the great Christian 
doctrines, this is the one whichreceives 
the greatest confirmation from history, 
both ancient and modern, from experi- 
ence, from the state of the world today, 
and from conscience, for we hear the 
echo of the Fall inour own hearts. The 
front page of every morning paper preach- 
es the doctrine of the Fall. In his ‘‘Back 
to Vethusalah’’ George Bernard Shaw 
puts into the mouth ster of his char- 
acters these words, ‘‘You might as well 
take me to the foot of Snowden (a moun- 
tain in Wales) and say to me, ‘‘Where is 
the mountain?’’ as to look on the world 
and say, ‘‘Where is the Fall?’’’ The Fall 
is everywhere.This is the doctrine which 
explains what goes on in the world. It 
explains what is wrong with man. The 
trouble with man is sin, universal as 
human nature, eternal as human history. 

St. James is generally spoken of as 
the “‘practical’’ theologian, theane who 
emphasizes works rather than faith. Yet 
there are times when James puis in- 
to the deeps. For example, when he ask- 
ed this question, “‘Doth a fountain at the 
same place send forth both sweet and 
bitter waters?’’ Certainly not! You can 
search the world over and never find 
such a fountain. The only fountain which 
sends forth both sweet and bitter waters 
at the same place is the fountain of a 
man’s heart. Take profanity. How shall 
you explain it? Suppose a visitor from 
Viars or some other planet visits our as- 
sembly today, where he hears the Name 
of God spoken reverently in sermons, 
hymns, and prayer. Then he goes else- 
where and hears the same Name spoken 
in anger, cursing, and blaspheming. He 
wants to know the explanation of this. 
How can you explain it? Profanity is not 
the evidence of the ape and the tiger 
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left over inman. That is absurd, for ti- 
gers and apes do not swear; but man 
does. The explanation is found-- and 
the only explanation --in the distortion 
and perversions of man’s nature through 
sin. As St. James said of the sins of the 
tongue, which, of course, are sins of the 
soul: ‘‘Therewith bless we God, even 
the Father; and therewith bless we man, 
made after the similitude of God.”’ 

Ages before the word was invented, 
St. Paul himself was the great psychol- 
ogist. He gives us the record of his mem- 
orable exploration of his own personal- 
ity; how he discovered within himself two 
men, two Pauls, at war one with the oth- 
er, so that “‘the good I would, I do not; 
and the evil I would not, that I do;’’it 
is this element of evil in man’s life that 
explains the civil war within his breast. 
It explains the state of human nature to - 
day, how man is, as Pascal put it, ‘“‘a 
cloaca(sewer) and a temple,’’ the shame 
and glory of the universe. 

"lence, the strange spectacle, man’s 
neglect of his soul. Hence it is that men 
talk to their souls just as the fool of our 
Lord’s parable aleed to his soul: ‘‘T 
will say to my soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years. Take thine ease; 
eat, drink, and be merry.’’ It explains- 
how many people take more care of their 
hair, their feet, their hands, their auto- 
mobiles and their golf sticks, than they 
do of their souls. It explains what one 
frequently sees in a cemetery, a beau- 
tiful monument, or mausoleum, costing, 
perhaps, hundreds of thousands of dol - 
lars, over the grave and ashes of a man 
whose life was unworthy, and who actu- 
ally made more provision for the care of 
his corruptible body after death than he 
did for his immortal soul when he was 
alive. 

I never get over the thrill of reading 
that 18th chapter of the Apocalypse, 
where are described the-trade and traf- 
fic of mystic Babylon, or-ancient Rome; 


Some years ago in Charleston, S. C.,I 
came upon the echo of a legend which - 
was popular with the Negro preachers in 
slavery days. When Adam was expelled 
from E:den, he sat down to rest under a 
tree and fell asleep. While he slept the 
four Spirits, the Spirit of the Earth, the 
Water, the Air, the Fire, stole man’s 
soul and made off with it. Then the prob- 
lem arose, How they could hide a man’s 
soul so that he could never find it. The 
Spirit of the Earth said, ‘Give me man’s 
soul. I will hide it far down beneath the 
surface of the earth where he will never 
find it.’’ But the Spirit of the Waters 
said, ‘‘No; do not hide man’s soul in 
the earth, for man will dig down into 
the earth until he finds his soul. Give 
me man’s soul, and [| will hide it far 
down in the deepest part of the sea, in 
the dark and unsunned waters, where 
no life can live.’’ But the Spirit of the 
Air said, ‘‘No; do not hide man’s soul 
in the depth of the waters, for man will 
invent some kind of a ship that will sail 
under the waters, and so he will find his 
soul again. Give me man’s soul, and | 
will carry it far beyond the suburbs of 
the remotest star, and hide it in that un- 
explored vastness.’’ But the Spirit of 
Fire said, ‘‘No; do not hide man’s soul 
in the air, in the heavens, for man will 
invent a ship that will sail through the 
air, and he will find his soul again. Give 
me man’s soul and I will sink it in my 
ardent, burning flame, where never man 
can find his soul.’’ To this the others 
agreed. They put man’s soul into the 
flame; but lo, after a little, the soul 
emerged again, unscarred and intact. 
In despair the Four Spirits went off to 
their master, Satan, and told him how 
they had tried to hide the soul of man. 
When he heard their tale, Satan scoffed 
at them. ‘‘Fools!’’ he said.“*You thought 
you could hide the soul of man, made 
in the image of God, inthe earth, in the — 


waters, in the air, and in the ftame! 


how there was sold, -gold, silver,prec- 
ious stones, pearls, linen, purple, silk, 

scarlet, ivory, brass, iron, marble oint- 

ments, frankincense, wine, oil, flour, 

wheat, sheep, horses, chariots, slaves 
--- and then the tremendous climax---- 
“fand souls of men.” Alas, that same 
traffic in souls goes on today inthe cit- 
ies of our world as it did inmystic Bab- 
ylon or ancient Rome. 
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Fools! I will tell you what to do. I will . 
tell you where to hide man’s soul so that 
he will never find it. Hide man’s soul in — 
himself.’’ That, alas is the tragedy of © 
human nature. The soul of man is hid 
within man! 


Ill. Christ Comes To Seek And 
To Save The Soul 


After Jesus had sought and found the 
The Expositor 


soul of that publican, Zacchaeus, he 
said to him, and to the crowd that stood 
about, “‘This day salvation is come to 
this house, for the Son of Man is come 
to seek and to save that which was lost.’ 
Jesus asked two great questions about 
the soul. They are often treated as if 
they were the same; but they are quite 
different. The first question is this: 
“What shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul?” Anyone can answer that ques- 
tion, even the man who gave up his soul - 
-not for the whole world, as Satan offer- 
ed it to Jesus for his soul,but for a mis- 
erable fragment of this world’s pleasure 
or possessions -- knows that it is a poor 
bargain; profit equals zero. But the sec- 
ond question is quite different. It is 
_ this: ‘‘What shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul?’’ When he ~ betrayed his 
soul, and given it away, who can getit 
back for him? What philosopher, what 
statesman, what scientist can answer 
that? No; none of them can answer that 
question. There is only One who can 
answer it-- He who gave His life for the 
soul’s redemotion on the Cross. It is 
“‘He that cometh from Edom, with dyed 
garments from Bozrah, traveling in the 
greatness of his strength,mighty to save. 
In my vision I saw the king upon his 
throne. Before him stood One with the 
marks of deep distress on his face. He 
had lost his soul. He said to the King: 
“I bring you my sufferings. Give me 
back my soul.’’But the King said,“*Great 
though thy sufferings are, they cannot 
Bail to get you back your soul.” Then 
I saw another come forward with the 
look of distress on his face. He said 
to the King: “‘I bring you my prayers, as 
earnest as the prayer of David when he 
prayed, “cast me not away from thy pres- 
ence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me. ”’ But the King said, ‘‘Thy prayers 
are good, but they cannot get you back 
eo soul.’” Then another came with a 
ook of great sorrow on his face, who 
said to the King, “‘I bring you my tears, 
pure as the tears of Peter when he went 
‘out into the night and wept bitterly.Give 
me back my soul.” But the King said, 
“*Thy tears cannot avail to get you back 
you soul.’’ Then came another, who 
‘said to the King, “‘I bring thee my re- 
morse, as keen and piercing as the re- 
morse of Judas when he went out and 
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hanged himself.‘‘Give me back my soul.” 
But the King said, ‘‘Bitter though thy re- 
morse is, it cannot get you back your 
soul.”’ Then came still another who said: 
“I bring you my repentance, sincere as 
the dying thief’s repentance, to whom Je- 
sus said, ‘‘Today shalt thov be with 
me in Paradise. ’’ But the King said, 
“Thy repentance is good, but not good 
enough to get thee back thy soul.”’ 

When I heard and saw all this, like 
John who mourned when he saw that no 
one on earth or in heaven could open the 
seven-sealed book of the world’s destiny, 
I was sad at heart that no sufferings, no 
prayers, no remorse, no tears, no repent - 
ance, could get man back his soul. But 
as | mourned, I saw another come for- 
ward, one who had not lost his soul and 
lo, there were thorns on his head, and 
wounds in his side and in his hands and 
in his feet. Yet, when I looked upon his 
face, it seemed to me that he was the 
One altogether lovely. He said to the 
king: “‘Father, I bring thee these wounds, 
for I was wounded for their transgres- 
sions and bruised for their iniquities; | 
was numbered with the transgressors, 
and bare the sins of many, and made in- 
tercession for the transgressors. This 
time I did not hear what the King upon 
his throne said; and yet I knew without 
hearing what he had said, for all heaven 
echoed with the cry, angels and archan- 

els, cherubim and seraphim, “‘Rejoice 
a man has found his soul again! Re- 
joice, for the Lord brings back his own.”’ 

Salute, then, thy soul, Satan salutes 
it, for he desires to have it. Angels sa- 
lute it, for they rejoice over its salva- 
tion. Christ salutes it for he shed his 
precious blood upon the Cross to redeem 
it. Will you,too, salute it? Are you living 
as animmortal soul,created in the divine 
image, a soul for whose salvation the 
tremendous price was paidon the Cross? 
Is it well withthy soul?Is there anything 
in your life today that threatens, injures, 
or stains your soul? Have you committed 
your soul to its faithful Redeemer? Is 
that great transaction done? Can you say 
with the great Apostle, “I know whom 
I have believed and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which] have com- 
mitted unto him against that day.” Is 
it well with thy soul? Make that person- 
al--Is it well with my soul? 
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“C OM E” 


A Sermon Dealing With The H : 
“Just As i Am.”? aed 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Text: John 6:37b ‘‘Him that cometh 


to me 1 will in no wise cast out.”” 


HE most familiar and persuasive 
of the Gospel imperatives is the 
word ‘‘Come.’’ This word of invi- 
tation is heard again and again from 
both the Old and the New Testaments. 
The prophet Isaiah issued the divine 
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THE LOST CHRIST 


Your skill has fashioned stately creeds, 
But where is He, we pray— 

The friendly Christ of loving deeds? 
He is not here today. 


With sentences that twist and tease, 
Confusing mind and heart, 

You forge your wordy homilies 
And bid us heed your art. 


But where is He - - or can you tell? - - 
Who stilled the brother’s strife, 
Who urged the woman at the well 
To live a better life? 


- Where is the Saint of Galilee, 
Crude Peter’s faithful guide; 

The man who wept at Bethany 
Because His friend had died? 


We weary of your musty lore 
Behind dead walls of gray; 

We want His loving words once more 
By some Emmaus way. 


Give us the Christ who can bestow 
Some comfort-thought of death. 
Give us a Christ our hearts can know— 

The Man of Nazareth. 


—Thomas Curtis Clark 
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invitation to the people of Israel in the 
words: “‘Ho, every one who thirsts, come 
to the waters; and he who has no money 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and 
milk without money and without price.” 
The most winsome of the invitations of 
Jesus is, ““Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and [| will 


give you rest.”’ And in the last book of 
the Bible we find this invitation: ‘‘And 
the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And 
he that is athirst, let him come: he that 
will, let him take the water of life free- 
ly.”’ The hymn ‘‘Just As I Am.’’ is a 
simple expansion of that single word, 
the invitation of Jesus. 

There is a story behind this moving 
hymn as with most hymns. It was writ- 
ten by a woman named Charlotte Elliott, 
who was born in England in 1789, the 
year of the French Revolution. Although 
she lived eighty-two years, she seldom 
had relief from suffering. And though 
brought up in a Christian home by her 

odly parents, it was not until she was 
thirty-three years old that she found true 
peace in Christ. She tells how fond she 
was of sacred music, but it did not reach 
her heart. The crisis in her life came in 
1822, when Dr. Caesar Malan, the gifted 
Swiss preacher of Geneva, visited Miss 
Elliott's home. The doctor was a sin- 

cere Christian and quickly noticed the 
young woman who seemed so much ‘‘in’”’ 
things socially, and yet so much “‘out’’ 
of things when it came to spiritual real- 
ities. Dr. Malan determined to speak to 
her and when the opportunity arose, did 

so; asked her whether she were a Chris- 
tian. The young lady was deeply offend- 
ed; drew herself up to her full height, 
threw back her head, and asked the visi- 
tor if in the future he would mind his 

own business. Dr. Malan apologized, 
and promised to pray for her. 

But Charlotte Elliott could not dis- — 
miss that question from her mind; was 
she a Christian? That conversation re- 
mained in her memory and troubled her 
for many a long day. A few weeks later ~ 
she and Dr.Malan chanced to meet again 
at a garden party and began to talk to 
each other. Apologizing to the doctor 
for her rudeness, Charlotte said she — 
had been thinking a good deal about 
his question. ‘‘I should like to come 
to Christ,’’ she said, ‘‘but I don’t know 
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ow.’’ ““My dear young lady,’’Dr. Malan 
eplied, putting his hand on her shoul- 
er, “‘You need worry no more about 
vat, come to Him just as you are.”’ 
hat talk and those words led to the 
irth of a soul, and the birth of a song. 
ut it was not until twelve years later 
iat the words to the hymn were written. 
1836, the Elliott family moved to 
tighton, where Charlotte’s brother was 
sector of the Anglican Church. At this 
me Mr.Elliott was very busy establish- 
ig a school for the daughters of cler- 
ymen. But Charlotte could have no 
,are in this vigorous labor of love;she 
as weak and ill; unable tohelp. Stead- 
‘ she became more depressed. Why 
uld she do nothing. So much needed 
|be done? Why was she such a burden, 
xen she wanted to be such a help? 
wd God forsaken her? Was she a cast- 
vay? It was all so disappointing and 
tturally she was increasingly more 
espondent. 
lit was at this critical juncture that 
.. Malan’s words came back to her 
md: ‘‘Come to Him as you are.’’ Then 
ee went back in thought to the start- 
~ point, and peace returned to her 
vubled heart. Suddenly she was filled 
ith a strong emotion and felt the de- 
re to express her jubilation in words. 
iickly taking up her pen, she wrote 
wwn these lovely words, with the in- 
rription from John 6:37, ‘‘Him that com- 
to Me I will in no wise cast out.” 


Vow this must be said about the hymn, 
sst of all: that the words “Just As I 
”’ are nothing more than a conveni- 
tt title for the oo Think of them as 
: whole message, and you will be 
‘evously misled. There was a rich 
ung man, you remember, who came to 
sus just as he was, but who had to 
sign his hope of being a disciple be- 
mse he wanted Jesus to leave him 
st as he was. There was another who 
me to Jesus and offered himself just 
he was, but found that when it came 
the point of domestic claims must 
xe priority. He wanted also, to be left 
st as he was. Ananias and Sapphira 
»vide an excellent example of this 
of limited liability which is all a 
will ever rise to, so long as he 
ms to be good enough for Christ 
st as he is. 
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But the wise and brave authoress of 
this hymn means nothing of this sort. 
What does her first verse say? ‘‘Just 
as I am, claiming no rights, but know- 
ing that you want me- knowing that be- 
cause of what you have done-| come.”” 
Every verse inthis hymn is on the pat- 
tern, “Just as I am, but ...”” Every 
verse contains the conviction that once 
a man has come he must expect to be 
changed. Once the invitation has been 
accepted, a man will no longer be just 
as he was. 


Il./f we analyze the hymn a little more 
closely, then, we find that it contains, 
first of all, an expression of faith, and 
secondly, a pledge of love. As has al- 
ready been noted, \Vliss Elliott wrote at 
the head of the hymn the words of Jesus, 
“Him that cometh to me I will inno wise 
cast out.’’ The first stanza, consequent- 
ly, is an acceptance of the Saviour at 
His word and a statement of the reason 
why He can be taken at [Tis word. To 
paraphrase the author’s words, the be- 
liever says: “‘Dear Lord, Thou dost bid 
me come to Thee, Thou hast shed Thy 
blood also for me; therefore I come to 
Thee. I make no excuses, no pleas, for 
my coming, I simply accept thy bidding 
and come.” 

This reminds us, for example, of the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. When he 
came to his senses and decided to go 
back to his father’s house, he did not 
hesitate, he did not try to gloss over 
what he had done by his riotous, waste- 
ful living, but he went just as he was, 
certain of the correctness of this act, 
because he knew that his father would 
receive him. There was not the slight- 
est doubt in his mind on that point. This 
is therefore the very heart of faith, that 
our faith rests on the certainty of the 
Word of Christ and on the all-sufficency 


of His redemption. 


‘*Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!”’ 


This line of thought is then continued 
in the second stanza. The believer is 
fully conscious of the fact that he is a 
sinner. His soul has been stained by 
his transgressions of the divine Law. 
He is in God’s eyes an unclean thing. 
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But he does not first wait to try to puri- 
fy himself and to make himself fit to 
stand before his God. He knows that he 
cannot do so anyway. His confession 
is this: 


“Just as I am, and waiting not, 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee whose blood can cleanse 
each spot, 


O Lamb of God, I come, I come!”’ 


A man once said to Dwight L. Moody, 
**T feel as if I am chained, I cannot come 
to Christ.’’ ‘‘Come, chains and all,’’- 
said the great evangelist. ‘“Come just as 
you are-Christ can deliver you- only 
come!’’ No matter how many our sins, no 
matter of how long standing they may 
be, no matter how dark their stains, we 
lave the assurance: ‘‘Come now, and 
let us reason together, says the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow: though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool,’’ for ‘‘He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto 
God by Him.” 

As long as we are in this life, how- 
ever, we are assailed by the enemies 
of our soul, the devil, the world, and 
the flesh. Their aim is to have us make 
shipwreck of our faith. They tempt us 
to doubt, they try to bring us to fall. 
Not one of us is exempt from temptation. 
David, the man after God’s own heart, 
was brought to a most degrading depth 
of iniquity. Peter, the staunch confes- 
sor, who was ready to die, if need be, 
for his Lord, succumbed and denied his 
Master, not only once, or twice, but- 
--three times. The great Apostle Paul 
described the war that went on in his 
members, even as it does in ours, in 
the well-known words, ‘‘I know that 
in me (that is, my flesh) dwelleth no 
good thing; for to will is present with 
me, but how to perform that which is 
good I find not. The good that I would 
I do not; but the evil which I would 
not, that I do... O wretched man that 
I am!” 

It becomes necessary, therefore, that 
we continually turn to the Cross and to 
our Saviour, who shed His blood for 
us on that Cross, in order to have our 
faith renewed, our doubts removed, our 
fears quelled. To that end we pray with 
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the poet: 


‘‘Just as | am though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come!’” 


And we can be very certain that our Sav- 
iour will help us and strengthen us,even 
as was St. Paul. In one breath he admit- 
ted the wretchedness of his natural 
state, but in the next he exults in the 
certainty of his redemption through Je- 
sus Christ: ‘“‘If God be for us, who can 
be against us? He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us 
all, how shall He not with Him freely 
give us all things? Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God’s elect? It 
is Cod that justifieth. Who is he that 
condemeth? It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even 
at the right hand of God, who also mak- 
eth intercession for us.” 

In the next stanza the author adds 
the benefits received by those who 
come to Christ in repentance and faith. 
First our natural state is described. We 
are poor, wretched, and blind. There 
reference here is clearly to the de- 
scription of the laodicean church as 

iven in the 3rd chapter of Revelation. 

he members of that church are de 
scribed as being ‘‘wretched, and miser- 
able, poor, blind, and naked.’’ We are 
all by nature in the same plight. We 
have nothing that has any worth in His 
sight. Like the Ephesians to whom Paul 
describes their state before they came 
to faith, we were ‘‘aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel and strangers from 
the covenant of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.” | 

Yet by faith in Christ we have receiv- 
ed from Him sight, riches, and healing. 
We have become heirs of all the promi- 
ses of the Gospel. We have found the 
unsearchable richesof Christ, the pearl 
of great price, the one thing needful. 
Our treasure is in heaven, where nei- 
ther moth nor rust can corrupt; where 
thieves cannot break through nor steal. 
How blessed are we 

In our day there is much talk abou 
social security. But whatever security 
government or industry may provide for 
the people, it can cover only their eart 


ly needs. On the other hand, the rich ? 
The Exposit 


Ihe Point Is... 
Is There Any Point To A Summer Funds Campaign? 


Most certainly there is. 

And the relaxation of normal church activities from 
June to September is all the more reason to consider this. 

Many churches all but close their doors in the summer, 
and suspend church member programs. The question 
arises: do the church programs cease because “the doors 
close”, or does attendance shrink in the summer because 
the church programs are curtailed? 

Do vacations cause summer church slumps? Vacations 
never disrupted a single Lawson Associates summer cam- 
paign. That many people are not away from home at one 
time. And winter vacations are becoming almost as 
common as summer vacations, in many areas. 

Do people just simply dislike to work for their church 
in summer? It is just as difficult to get men to leave their 
firesides in winter as their air conditioners in summer, 
where church meetings are concerned. 

Is the reduced summer church program a necessity? 
Or is it just a habit? 

Lawson Associates has developed a special summer cam- 
paign program which will be of great interest and value 
to you. A copy of ““The Summer Appeal’’ will be sent you 
without cost or obligation, upon request. 


LAWSON ASSOCIATES, INC. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N.Y. 


[] Please send me a copy of “The Summer 
Appeal” 


[] Please arrange a visit by a Lawson 
Associates representative 


Name 


LAwson Ma ASSOC IATES 


ame. 
FUND RAISING COUNSEL ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. 'Yy, 
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which we have in Christ apply both to 
the here and to the hereafter! For what- 
ever our present condition may be;---- 
physically poor, wretched, blind, or un- 
der some other kind of Cross, riches in 
Christ, His peace, grace, love, gives us 
a security that no money can buy, and, 
in addition, we have the definite prom - 
ise of a blessed hereafter. So we can 
sing: 
“Justas I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches,healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee I find, 


O Lamb of God, I come, I come!”’ 


The fifth stanza of the hymn sums 
up all that has been said and reiterates 
the certainty of our faith in the prom- 
ise of the Saviour: ‘‘Him that cometh to 
Me I will in no wise cast. out.’’ The 
blind Bartimaeus at the gates of Jeri- 
cho came to Him in faith and was made 
whole. The Syrophoenician woman plead- 
ed with Him and was heard. The woman 
caught in sin was rejected by men, but 
accepted by Christ. The penitent thief 
did mt call in vain. His prayer was 
heard. The Prodigal Son was not turn- 
ed away, but was welcomed by his fa- 
ther with open arms. 

-We, too, coming to the Saviour, whose 
blood was shed for us, will not be re- 
jected. We can confidently say: 


6eé . . 
Just as] am, Thou wilt receive, 


Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 


Because Thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of Cod, I come, I come 

Ill. The final stanza of our hymn now 
adds also a pledge of love to Christ, 
a complete surrender to Him of all we 
have and are. St. John declares: ‘‘We 
love Him because He first loved us.” 
His love was manifested on the Cross. 
He died for us because He loved us. 
““Oh, the leight of Jesus’ love! Higher 
than the heavens above. Deeper than 
the depth of the sea, Lasting as eter- 
nity!’’ His love engenders love in us. 


We say with the hymn: 


1?” 


“Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down, 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come:”’ 


It is the necessary consequence of 
faith that we love Him. At the restor- 
ation of Peter the Lord looked for love 
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as a proof of Peter’s faith, and so He 
asked Him: ‘‘Simon, son of Jonas, lov- 
est Thou Me?’’And Peter replied: ‘‘Lord; 
Thou knowest that I love Thee.’’ It 
must be so, it will be so in us, if our 
faith is true. 

Let us search our own hearts. If we 
believe in Him truly, then we also love 
Him truly. Nothing that He asks of us 
will be too much to do for Him. Some- 
times we think that we must show our 
love for Him in some great, outstanding 
fashion. This is not what He expects. 
We are to serve Him in whatever sta- 
tion in life we may be. Even a cup of 
cold water given in His Name will not 
be without its reward. Let us learn to 
love Him and serve Him by every deed 
in what may seem to be humdrum lives. 
We cannot all be Pauls or Luthers. Our 
tasks may be lowly and even menial, 
yet in them all we can demonstrate our 
love for Him who died for us. 


*‘Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken every barrier down, 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come!” 


SINGING THE 


LORD’S SONG 


W. GODDARD SHERMAN 


TEXT: Psalm 137:4 How can we sin 
a song of the Lord on foreign soil 


Wins dreams are dead, hope is shat- 


tered, and sorrow is on every side, 


it is not easy to sing a song of joy. 
The lament which is recorded for us it 
the 137th Psalm comes out of such 
experience. But even more: the peop 
of God were on foreign soil. Inmoment 
of despair it is helpful to cling to famil. 


iar sights and scenes, for it gives ui 
something of stability, and an assurance 


that everything which was ours is n 
gone. The exiles were thrust out of th 


poe fa _: a ae a ae wale, 
Riviera Beach Methodist Church 
Riviera Beach, Florida 
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: 
‘ 


aand which meant life itself to them, re- 


uoved from Zion and the Temple and all 


hich they signified. No wonder they 
could not sing. No wonder they hung up 
meir harps. How could they sing the song 


ff the Lord in a strange land? 
There is a pungent and pathetic truth 


the verses of this Psalm which we 


requently overlook because we see it 
1: terms of another people in another 
ge. To be sure, it is of great value as 
historical description, it brings us to 

keen realization of the sadness which 
eas in the hearts of God’s people while 
‘ey were held captive. 

| Yet it’s present message, it’s eternal 
ssage, is more vital than the Psalm’s 
re historical value. It is this: we are 

reated with a need for God. When we 
ony Him, we put ourselves ina strange 

ad, And who can sing the Lord’s song 

a strange land? 

No man can have the joy of God inhis 
vart when he is separated from God.Too 
y of us today are shut off from God 
ply because we have shut God out 

our hearts. We are not captives and 

tiles in the sense that the Israelites 

sre - we make captives and exiles of 
irselves. And in the midst of a land so 
ignificently blessed by our heavenly 

ither, we are without Him in our hearts. 
.o can sing the Lord’s song in a strange 


id? 


aptives in the 
Land of Despair: 


eedlessly, multitudes place themsel- 
in the strange and foreign land of 
pair by making God remote. We are 
ated for fellowship with the Divine, 
when by reason of our unbelief we 
rive ourselves of that fellowship, we 
ome captives in a land of despair! 
The attitude is exemplified by a char- 
Iter in a modern ect. He speaks con- 
ming God, and though he acknowl- 
iges the reality of the Creator, he sees 
im as an Absence - as though He did 
t exist at all. 

Who can sing the Lord’s song ina land 
te God does not even exist? Or, if 


exists, and has no dealing with men, 
/d no bearing upon our lives, what hope 
es He bring, and what comfort does He 

g, and what comfort does He afford? 
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f> Balited by Broderick Carl Figelea 
S Bdwia tink and David G. Dewsey 


THE 
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. BIBLE 
‘, GOMM ENTARY 


THE 
ABINGDON BIBLE 


COMMENTARY 
Edited by . . 


FREDERICK C. EISELEN, 
DAVID G. DOWNEY, 


EDWIN LEWIS 
This volume was definitely planned 
for our time — to meet the needs of 


now in a concise, complete, one- 
volume commentary. It utilizes fully 
the rich treasures of present-day bibli- 
cal scholarship, contributed by 66 
outstanding writers. 


The commentary is written from 
the standpoint of today’s accepted 
results, yet due attention is given to 
the processes by which these results 
are attained. 


THESE IMPORTANT FEATURES: 


® Articles on the Bible as a Whole 

@ Articles on the Old Testament 

© Commentary on the Books of the 
Old Testament 

@ Articles on the New Testament 


© Commentary on the Books of the 
New Testament 


1,452 pages Maps in color 
Regular edition, gto m SOS 
Thumb-indexed edition, $10 


at all bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 
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The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Glenn A. Bickerstaff, Architect 


The character of workmanship displayed i 
the seating and chancel appointments in th 
Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church o 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are 
reflection of the taste, talent, and respect o 
MANITOWOC craftsmen. Years of devotio: 
to such ideals assures you of seating and chance 
furnishings that become the embodiment of th 
character an dspirit of your church. You wil 
find that MANITOWOC Church Furnitur 
Company offers you conscientious cooperation 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a produe 
made from materials unsurpassed for thei 
purpose. 

We invite your inquiry. 


Vv 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 1214 Lincoln Ave. Waukesha, Wis 


DEPT. D 


Men who have discarded God have hung 
up their harps, for they have no need of 
them. Without God there can be no song. 

Equally as detrimental to the hope of 
man is the practical Atheism which finds 
expression in so many lives. Many there 
are who acknowledge God intellectually 
but who deny Him in practice, which, in- 
deed, makes one not only an unbeliever, 
but a hypocrite as well. The man whose 
reason leads him to the stand of Athe- 
ism is normally sincere in that view. But 
the man who claims he believes in God, 
and yet lives as though there were no 
God, commits the gravest of sins, for his 
whole life is marked by insincerity. 
Such a life of alienation from God leads 
only to despair. It is His companionship 
which makes life meaningful; it is His 
will which gives life purpose, it is His 
love which fills life with hope. Remove 
God and there is nothing left but despair. 
Separated from Him, no man can sing, for 
all joy has departed from his life. 


IL The Setting of 
of The Song: 


The Psalmist voiced a common mis- 
understanding about conditions which 
are eeeental tor singing the Lord’s song. 
Apparently in the view of the Israelites 
there were certain externals that were 
necessary as prerequisites. The view 
is shared by many persons today. It is, 
however, incorrect. 

Look at the words more closely: How 
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can we sing a song of the Lord on for- 
eign soil? In other words, it was essen- 
tial that they be in a certain place a- 
midst ideal surroundings with particular 
conditions fulfilled; surely this is not 
true. It is the condition of the heart that 
matters, not the circumstances around 
us. 

Paul and Silas sang the Lord’s song 
in prison. Certainly they were ina strange 
land! 

We are created for freedom, not. bond-— 
age. Paul and Silas had a mission to ful- © 
fill, and they were being severely re-— 
stricted in their task. They had ventured 
out upon strange soil to preach the Word; 
they were far from friends and fellow-be- 
lievers. Everything about the circumstan- — 
ces of these two servants of Christ sug- 
gests that their hearts should have been — 
heavy. If extemals control our attitudes, 
then they of all persons should have 
been captives of despair. 

But hear their song! It is a hymn of 
praise to God. Even when the body is 
imprisoned the soul can be free. The 
song of the Lord can be sung in the 
midst of the most trying circumstances. 
Faith determines it! Faith, and fai , 
alone! 

Ill. The Basis of 
the Song: 

This song of faith in the face of 
fliction is not just whistling inthe dark 
It would be an empty tune, a meaning- 
less melody, if it meant no more tha 


s 


The Exposit } 


jinging a foolish refrain to trick oursel- 
ees into believing that things are not 
ally as bad as they seem. There is 
lust cause for this song of faith. Paul 
ad Silas were not trying to fool any- 
me, least of all themselves. The song 
ff the Christian is a melody of mean- 
#8, @ cantata of conviction. 

: It is based, first of all, upon faith in 
we goodness of God. Not alone do we 
relieve that God exists, and that He has 
»minion over us, but that He is a lov- 
g and merciful Father whose purpose 
_ always our Good. 

Rarlier we spoke of those who make 
mod remote; who regard Him as an Ab- 
ence. This is not enough! Jesus reveals 
lim as a Presence;but more, a Presence 
ho is Love! This makes a tremendous 
ifference to us in our whole approach 
| the sorrows of life. No longer do we 
pee God as a cruel tyrant who delights 
i afflicting His creation. 

Who can forget the angry God describ- 
| by Jonathan Edwards in one of his 
trmons? Or who can erase from memory 
e statement by Thomas Hardy in one 
his novels, ““The Prince of the im- 
bortals had finished His sport with 
ress.”’ A God of Love does not de- 
ht in the suffering of his children. 
1erefore, even amidst our sorrow we 
lay sing the Lord’s song, for we are 
nfident that He has not withdrawn 
«s love. 

Moreover, we sing the Lord’s song be- 
se we believe that this Love of 
iich we have spoken moves unmistak- 
ly through our own experiences. Some- 
mes the hand of God is not felt: it is 
er clearly seen. Usually we are not 
mscious of the divine intrusion. Yet 
‘d is here, and He touches our lives 

re and there with His persuasiveness. 
»w silently the hand of Providence 

»ves; how imperceptibly He guides; 

t, how certain that He is with us! 

‘The assurance that the redeeming 

md of God is touching us at all levels 

life, and guiding us in experiences, 

.ample cause to sing the Lord’s song. 

tth such a Providence to guide us, we 
m never be on foreign soil. 


. As though this were not enough, we 
fe cause to sing the Lord’s song be- 
ise we are confident that He will 
sally triumph. This song of which we 


Se 


The ALL-NEW commentary on the Inter- 


national Sunday School Lessons “ 


THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON ANNUAL 


edited by Charles M. Laymon 


lesson analysis by Roy L. Smith 


The International Lesson Annual - 1956, 
using both the King James and Revised 
Standard versions, brings the best in 
scholarship and interpretation to help 
present an inspiring, informed lesson for 
the adult class. 8 
6x? inches 448 pages only $2.95 
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speak is no mere morale booster design - 
ed to pep up the loosers! This is a song 
of victory! Eternal Victory! 

When men believe this firmly it will 
make a difference in the way they think 
and act - a vital difference! Gone will 
be the half-hearted allegiance to Christ; 
abolished forever will be the despair 
we feel over the apparently unpunished 
injustices and unrewarded merits; over- 
thrown completely will be the fear we 
hold for the grave. 

The testimony of the Tomb is that 
Christ has risen, victorious over all 
power of evil. The test mony gives cre- 
dence to all that He said and did; it 
gives meaning unbounded to the whole 
outreach of His Church. 

Your life may not be exactly as you 
would have it. Perhaps there are cares 
and concerns upon your heart. Bash 
there are external circumstances whic 
cause you to lose hope. Inthe face ofall 
this, you can sing the Lord’s song! For 
God is near; His love is real; and itis 
available to you! 

May the heavenly harmonies of God’s 
love in Christ Jesus put a melody in your 
heart. May you sing the song of the re- 
deemed for etemity. 
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CLOCK of LIFE 


HENRY H. SCHOOLEY 


most by our family of ten when we 
were young was called by my moth- 
er, ‘‘Riddle Round-up.” 

To this day I still remember my favor- 
ite, childhood riddle. Can you guess 
what the answer to this riddle is? ‘’What 
has no feet to walk, no eyes to see, yet 
keeps its hands on its face all of the 
time?” I suspect every youngster knows 
that it could only be a clock. 


Today, I want to tell you a true-life 
story of a gracious woman who, like her 
Master of Life, delighted in “‘going a- 
bout doing good,’’ and of a man whose 
love of clocks led him early in life to 
experiment with what made them tick. 
As aresult, he became an expert clock- 
repairer, a hobby which later was to 
save his life and help him to create one 
of the most interesting museums in Amer- 
ica. 

Our story begins with a lovely Chris- 
tian wonan by the name of Mrs. haa 
Budinger of St. Cloud, Florida, who at 
the age of 54 was gradually going blind. 
One day, she came across a 73-year-old 
man by the aame of William Silver, who 
was known as the town drunk.Mrs. Bud- 
inger’s heart of compassion led her to 
prevail upon her husband to take the eld- 
erly, decrepit Mr. Silver into their home 
in the hope that something might be done 
to help him.Her husband consented. And 
then from her heart-to-heart talk with the 
stubby, gnome-like, former carpenter, 
Mrs. Budinger learned that as a boy he 
got a bad licking for taking apart the 
family clock. He told her with a ring 
of confidence in his voice, ‘‘Everything 
would have been all right, too, if I’d 
only had enough time to put it back to- 
gether again; for I have always been so 
fascinated by clocks that I have learn- 
ed to take them apart and put them back 
together again.”’ 

Ah, that was just what Mrs. Budinger 
needed to know most in order to help the 
unfortunate man get a better hold on him- 
self and put back together his own clock 
of life. Accordingly, she rummaged thru 
her house and found an old clock. “Here,” 
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() m« of the games which was liked 


she said to the dwarfed Mr. Silver, “fix 
this while getting on your feet.” And fis 
it he did, until he had it keeping perfect 
time. Mrs. Budinger then got another 
clock from a neighbor, and when this was 
repaired no less quickly and skill fully 
she had to advertise in the newspaper 
for clock work. She knew this labor of 
love was indispensable to William Sil- 
ver’s conquest of his dreadful habit. 

Soon this clock business grew to such 
roportions that Mr. and Mrs. Budinger 
found it necessary to let Mr. Silver take 
over their double-car garage and reno- 
vate it into a clock repair shop. 

Just as Mrs. Budinger expected, Mr. 
Silver became so preoccupied with his 
fascinating work that he completely o- 
vercame his bad habit of drinking. Tha 
was nine years ago. Today, the old reno 
vated garage in which he performed his 
“‘clock-repairing-feats’’ is known as St. 
Cloud’s Museum, a place of such note 
that it has become an amazing attrac 
tion for tourists. | 

Now that Mr. Silver had succeeded in 
repairing his own clock of life, the ever 
thoughtful Mrs. Budinger, whose eyes 
by this time were rapidly losing their 
sight, wanted to do something about the 
building of a hospital in St. Cloud where 
there was none. The thought occurred 
to her that the ever-increasing number 
of tourists who came to visit the clock 
museum could help to build a hospital 
by charging them a stated amount. The 
idea was approved by all concerned and 
soon it caught fire in the minds and the 
hearts of aes as Mrs. Budinger laid 
bare her conviction in these words, “I 
believe Almighty God puts things in our 
way, such things he knows can be work- 
ed out, if only we believe strong enough 
and work for them.”’ 

Today, thanks to a former alcoholic, 
and near-blind woman, St. Cloud wil 
soon dedicate its own new hospital 

Listen now to these uplifting words 
of this spa uielsy se inoen Mrs. Theres 
Budinger! “Tf God grants me sight 
til 1 see the final brick laid on the St. 
Cloud Hospital, I wouldn’t mind if I he 
to £0 blind the next day.” ; 

e very least that can be said fo 
a person as Mrs. Budinger is, is that 
she possessed within herself a divine 
clock of heart whose good works will g 
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_ticking through time and eternity! 
oubtless there are many who ey 
reminded of this admonition of the 
est, but none so little as the evangel 


4good deeds from St. Cloud, Florida: 


fhe clock of life is wound but once 

And no man has the power 

co tell just when its hands will stop 
At late or early hour. 

|'ow is the only time we own--- 

| So let us live, love and toil with will 

lind place no faith in the tomorrow 

For the clock may then be still! 


eee 
ee 
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[E TIMELESS GOSPEL 
mold Cooke Phillips, Abingdon, 171-p. 
+250 


volume of 16-chapters on the 
of religion in the life of the 
man”? by the pastor of First 
ptist Church, Cleveland, since 1928, 
serves and will receive wide study, 
ong Church Leaders. 

‘Among the chapter-titles are-- 


‘The Inescapable Question 

The Strong Man’s Need of Gal 

!'What Prayer can Do for Us 

|H ow we come to Know God 

‘A Thankful Heart 

On Being a Solitary Christian 

When Jesus Entered Politics 
Striving for the Unattainable 

rou will not put this volume aside 
idily, after you examine some or all 
ithe chapters, and you will find your- 
f re-reading it with profit. 


wee Soa ibd SE" Sek, See oo 
{ANGING CONCEPTIONS OF ORIGINAL 
N, H. Shelton Smith, Scribners, 242-p. 
50. 


. Smith, who has taught at Columbia 

1 at Yale, went to Duke in 1931 and since 
15 has given full time to teaching the 
tory of American religious thought and 
iing as Director of Graduate Studies in 
ligion. How man came to be sinful, how 
-is responsible for his sinfulnesg is ir 

ed something man will dispute about as 
#g as man exists. That he is sinfulis as 
‘in as potatoes and needs no argument; - 
“how and why and wherefore are the rid - 
. of that ‘‘mystery of iniquity’’ about 
lich there have been so many inconclu - 
-e words. The depth and importance of 
ss matter is evident from the fact that the 

wspel is distinctly the way of dealing with 

. Dr. Smith traces the history of the con- 
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BRONZE TABLETS 
W.L. CLARK CO.,INCc. 
Manufacturers Since 1914 
52 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK 13 
SEPARATE LITERATURE OF EITHER ON REQUEST 


of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


ceptions from Jonathan Edwards to Horace 
Bushnell with fairness and clarity. One won- 
ders at the statement that ‘‘calm academic - 


atmosphere was frequently forsaken’’ in the 


discussions. Man’s plight if realized does 
not talk in academics. The so-called liberal 
period when the ‘‘new gospel’’, ‘‘new theol- 
ogy’’, and vain Saaithtea se in inevitable 
progress prevailed are well and fairly de- 
scribed, and the reader will find a conven- 
ient chapter in which Reinhold Niebuhr’s and 
Paul Tillich’s contributions are set forth in 
summary and criticized. A convenient, in- 
structive, informative, helpful book, bring - 
ing together under one head material from 
many sources.--Paul Hoerlein Roth. 


THAT REMINDS ME 
Wm. F. Weiherman, Concordia, 129-p. $2.00 


A Collection of Wit and Wisdom, Anec- 
dotes and Epigrams, a ‘‘How to Use this 
Bo ok by the author; all stories and cate- 
gories are alphabetically arranged; Sec- 
tions A, B, C, and D have each individual 
story or item numbered; Sections E and F 
are arranged in categories. There are stor- 
ies and Illustrations for Speeches, Sermons, 
and Talks; Starters, Outlines and complete 
Talks; 171 Sentences of Wisdom; 510 Hu- 
morous Anecdotes; 10 Stunts and Tricks; 
Story and Word Index. 

This is a book every speacker will find - 
of use, and should be eee within reach. 


WHAT ROME TE ACHES 
Edward J. Tanis, Baker, 56-p. 60¢ 

The Rev. Edward J. Tanis, who is pastor 
of Second Christian eformed Church, Gran 
Haven, Mich., sub-titles his little book, A 
Comparison of the Gag of the Roman 
Catholic Church with Holy Scripture, and is 
just that. His treatment is clear and unfan- 
atical, the main differences are chosen, and 
each chapter is followed by numbered ques- 
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Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapea of your windows 
and we will submit quotations e 


“THE SANITARY" commenion CUPS 
CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 


Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 


ceremony and leads the 
field in commanion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnut in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 


CHURCH BULLETINS 


Scriptural — Artistically Designed 
Large Assortment — Self Selection 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
1710 West Market Street, 
Louisville 3, Kentucky. 


Catalog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair Prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 


11§3 South 4th St., Greenville, itl. 


tions, conducing to class-room use. It is a 
good little book to put into the hands of non- 
technical churchmen to inform them on a sub - 
ject with which they come into frequent _con- 
tact. The subjects are God and the Bible, 
Who may interpret the Bible, Papal infalli - 
bility, the papal claim to rule all nations, 
Mary’s bodily ascension, the Mass, Purga- 
tory, and Rome’s teaching about marriage. 


--Paul Hoerlein Roth 


GOD COMES FOUR TIMES 
A. C. Craig,SCM-Press, London,39-p, 75¢ 


This little book is far more important 
than its size would indicate. Its thesis is 
that ‘‘God came and went-—came by the 
gateway of birth and went by the gateway 
of death; God came again and went again- 
came again in the Risen Christ, and went 
again in the Ascension; God came a third 
time -- this time in a new mode of being at 
Pentecost, and this time to stay until the © 
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end of time; God will come at the end of 
time --that end which can only be spoken- 
of in pictures and symbols, because it out- 
ranges our powers of conceiving. 

ere is a high Christology presented witl 
crystal-like clarity by one of the outstand- 
ing Scottish theologians of our time, It is 
Biblical theology at its best, shorn of aca- 
demic terminology, and practical in its ap: 
plication. --Thomas Franklyn Hudson. 


RELIGION ON THE CAMPUS 
George Hedley, Macmillan.(No price given) 

This collection of sermons, preached in 
the chapel of Mills College during the aca- 
demic year 1953-1854, represents a series 
of lectures on religion and education more 
thanit resembles sermons. For example, at 
the celebration of Holy Communion, the au- 
thor chose to preach on the topic of ‘‘Re- 
ligion and the Fine Arts,’’ which is a well 
considered discourse on the relationship 
between religion and art and vice versa, 
but hardly a devotional preparation for re- 
ceiving the Sacrament. 

Perhaps this is in keeping with the au- 
thor’s concept of the role ofc a pel services 
on the campus as he quotes from the will 
of Cyrus Taggart Mills ‘‘for ever thoroughly 
Christian,but not sectarian.’ It is admitted- 
ly difficult to make one’s reaching pointed 
and devotionally warm and still avoid any 
sectarian flavor or doctrine. 

This college chaplain has served in this 
capacity for fifteen years and is also Prof, 
of Economics and ociology. Some of his 
sermons dealing with student problems and 
attitudes show a keen appreciation of the 
student mind and personality, notably ‘‘the 
Sophomore Slump,’’ challenging without — 
losing his young hearers. 

---Prof. David Belgum. 
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THE DATY LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
John Murray,SCM-Press,London, 127-p. $1.90 


_ This practical handbook of Christian eth- 
ics for the layman, written by the pastorof 
Emmanuel Congregational C urch,of Cam- 
bridge. The first portion deals with such -— 
vital matters as the Christian concept of 
work, the Christian home, the right use of 
leisure, the movies, and the relation of 
Sunday to the other days of the week. Most. 
illuminating of all are the author’s com- 
ments on Monday morning, q 
The next three chapters form a section 
devoted to ‘‘The Great A ” ini 


sex has a two-fold functi 
signed to be the consuming act of love be-— 
tween a man and a woman. It‘enables them 
to express in a perfect physical way the 
ove they hold for each other. It unites 
them as one flesh, It binds them together | 
in a way in which they are not bound to 
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John Cameron Swayze once asked a 
farmer his opinion of the United Nations. 
he farmer’s reaction was vehement. 
wayze then asked what his most im- 
portant objection was. ‘‘Well,’’ said the 
marmer, ‘after singin’ ‘My Country *Tis 

Thee,’ all these years, I’ll be switch- 
id if I’m goin’ to bust my brains out try- 
” to sing ‘Our Countries *Tis of --- 
hose.’ ” --Hy Gardner, Parade. 


yone else on earth, because they have 
not had this intimate experience with any- 
pne else.’ 2, “It is designed to be the 
aeans by which God puts new life into the 
yorld. It gives us the power to reproduce 
wurselves, and to create families. 

Social responsibilities include money, 
the local community, the Christian in the 
Welfare State, and patriotisn. His com- 
nents on the Welfare State, involving so- 
-jal security and governmental charities, 

pply just as much to America as to Eng- 
” Mr. Murray deals with all of these ques- 
ak in a Trews manner, and he copes 

ith the many problems facing those who 
wish to live according to the Christian 
sattern. His judgments reveal a real sense 
of balance and an unusual degree of char- 
ty. --Thomas Franklyn Hudson. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
carillonic bells & chimes 


Chimes starting as low as $396.00 
Write for complete. information to 


MAAS-ROWE CARILLONS 
Dept. 30, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 39, Calif. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE IN-FINITE PHITOSOPHY 
Jefferson C, Barnhart,Philosophical, $2.75 


This book deals with the origin,purpose, and 
values of the universe and life. It begins 
with an excellent chapter on ‘‘The Infinite- 
ly Small and the Infinitely Large.’’ The de- 
parture from the Infinite to the finite forms 
is an act of detachment for the purpose of 
self consciousness and communion. It is 
God’s effort to commune with His children, 
The finite world has no permanence or val- 
ue,being only a temporary departure from 
the infinite order. The good, conscious- 
ness of God, will be conserved through all 
eternity. Immortality for man lies in the at- 
tainment of the eternal value. This is not 
an easy book to read but one very reward- 
ing if one is willing to dig. aie 


--Charles F. Banning. 
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